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On the Cover:  
 
Delaware's State Bird: Adopted April 14, 1939, the “Blue Hen” chicken had long been 
used as a motif in numerous political campaigns and in many publications. During the 
Revolutionary War, the men of Captain Jonathon Cadwell's company took with them a 
brood of Blue Hen game chickens. When not fighting the enemy, the officers and men 
amused themselves by pitting the Blue Hens in cockfights. The fame of the cockfights 
spread throughout the army. When in battle, the Delaware men fought so valorously that 
they were compared to these fighting cocks. 
 
State Flower: Passage of the act to adopt the Peach Blossom on May 9, 1895 was 
prompted by Delaware's reputation as the “Peach State.” At that time, Delaware's 
orchards contained more than 800,000 peach trees. 
 
State Tree: Adopted May 1, 1939, the American Holly is regarded as one of Delaware’s 
most important forest trees. During the 1920s and 1930s, Delaware was the country's 
leading producer of yuletide holly wreaths. 
 
State Bug: Adopted April 24, 1974, the Lady Bug was chosen by the Legislature after 
an intensive effort on the insect's behalf by a group of elementary school children. 
 
The state symbols are arranged in diamonds because Delaware is known as the 
“Diamond State.”The state was given this nickname because it has been described as a 
“jewel” among states due to its strategic location on the Eastern Seaboard. Other 
Nicknames — “The First State,” “Small Wonder” and “Blue Hen State.” 
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